
MINUTES 
 

NONPUBLIC POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION COMMISSION 
July 27, 2015 

 1:45 P.M.  
 
Pursuant to notice, the Quarterly Meeting of the Nonpublic Postsecondary Education Commission was held 
at Aviation Institute of Maintenance, Duluth, Georgia. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Victoria Agyekum 1st Congressional District 
 VACANT 2nd Congressional District 
 Deb Wade 4th Congressional District 
 VACANT 5th Congressional District 
 Shelley Nickel 6th Congressional District 
 Toby Hinton                       7th Congressional District 
 Holly Kirbo                         8th Congressional District 
 Martha Nesbitt                   9th Congressional District   
 Ryan Worsley                  10th Congressional District 
 Arthur Vaughn                 11th Congressional District 
 Norma Nunez-Cortes      12th Congressional District 
 Karen Gilbert                   13th Congressional District 
 Clint Hobbs                      AT LARGE    
  
    
MEMBERS ABSENT: Lee Todd 3rd Congressional District 
  
  
STAFF PRESENT: Corinna M. Robinson        Executive Director 
 Carl Camann                     Deputy Director 
 Shirlene Mitchell                Office Manager 
 Linda Exley                        Standards Administrator 
 
 
VISITORS: William Willoughby Office of Planning & Budget 
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1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair, Shelley Nickel, called the meeting to order at 1:46pm and welcomed the Board of Commissioners. 
Chair Nickel allowed Executive Director, Corinna Robinson to introduce NPEC’s staff that were present and 
visitors as well. 
 

2. INVOCATION 
 
Chair, Shelley Nickel, gave the invocation and moment of silence in memoriam of Board Commissioner, 
Milton Raven. 
 

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Arthur Vaughn made a motion to adopt the Agenda for the July 27, 2015, Quarterly Commission Meeting of 
the Nonpublic Postsecondary Education Commission. The motion was seconded by Holly Kirbo. 
 
Upon unanimous vote it was RESOLVED, that the Agenda for the July 27, 2015 meeting be adopted. 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Arthur Vaughn asked that the following correction be made to the listing of his “city” location as it appears 
on the Board Members Information sheet: 
 
Listed as:  Arthur Vaughn, Atlanta, Georgia, 11th Congressional District 
Amended: Arthur Vaugh, Marietta, Georgia, 11th Congressional District 
 
Alexander Whitaker made a motion to adopt the Minutes from the April 20, 2015, Quarterly Commission 
Meeting of the Nonpublic Postsecondary Education Commission. The motion was seconded by Norma 
Nunez-Cortes.   

 
Upon unanimous vote it was RESOLVED, that the Minutes from the April 20, 2015, Quarterly Commission 
Meeting of the Nonpublic Postsecondary Education Commission be approval as amended. 
 

5. FOURTH QUARTER REPORT:  TUITION GUARANTY TRUST FUND 
 
Executive Director, Corinna Robinson presented the Fourth Quarter Report of the Tuition Guaranty Trust 
Fund for the twelve-month period ending June 30, 2015 (attached) as approved by the Board of Trustees of 
the Tuition Guaranty Trust Fund. Director Robinson referenced the discussion on the TGTF Report during 
the TGTF Board of Trustees meeting prior to the Commission meeting. Director Robinson will have an 
update on expenditures relating to school closings during the October 2015 Commission meeting. 
 
Toby Hinton made a motion to adopt the Fourth Quarter Report of the Tuition Guaranty Trust Fund for the 
twelve-month period ending June 30, 2015 as approved by the Board of Trustees of the Tuition Guaranty 
Trust Fund. The motion was seconded by Ryan Worsley. 
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Upon unanimous vote it was RESOLVED, that the Quarterly Report of the Tuition Guaranty Trust Fund for 
the twelve-month period ending June 30, 2015 as approved by the Board of Trustees of the Tuition 
Guaranty Trust Fund be adopted. 
 

6. ADOPTION OF NC-SARA GEORGIA SARA PORTAL AGENCY RESOLUTION (attached) 
 
Corinna Robinson, Executive Director discussed the following with the commissioners: 
 

 SARA – State Authorization Reciprocity Agreement. 

 NPEC will be the state portal agency for SARA. 

 NPEC already has reciprocity agreement language in its state law; does not require 
approval through legislation. 

 Governor Deal granted NPEC approval last week to become the portal agency for 
Georgia. 

 Thanks to the Attorney General’s office for a quick turn-around in reviewing the SARA 
Resolution formatting and legal language. 

 NPEC’s support from the Office of Planning & Budget (Ted Beck) has been very helpful 
this year. Additionally, the support from University System of Georgia, Technical College 
System of Georgia and Georgia Independent College Association. 

 NPEC should be an approved SARA state in October 2015. 
 

Dr. Carl Camann, Deputy Director discusses SARA’s background information with the 
commissioners: 
 

 Approximately five years ago educational entities came up with a nationwide reciprocity 
idea…SARA. 

 All schools applying enter the playing field equally; private, independent, public and 
technical school systems. 

 Any school in the state that is nationally or regionally accredited is eligible (private, 
independent, public and technical school systems). 

 What will it cost the state? It will cost NPEC nothing; individual institution cost will be based 
on a tier system, per institution. 

 Approximately five of NPEC schools will probably join SARA because of their extensive 
online programs. 

 NPEC, as the State Portal Agency, will receive a school complaint/problem that a student 
may have. NPEC will only be used as the portal in passing these complaints/problems to 
the individual institutions involved. Most complaints will be resolved at the institutional 
level. 

 NC-SARA has a reporting mechanism set in place for these complaints. 
 
Holly Kirbo asked for clarification of how SARA will work. Clint Hobbs gives Ms. Kirbo an example of a 
situation that occurred with a Young Harris College student. A Young Harris College student who attended 
Young Harris during the usual school term went home for the summer to Virginia. He applied for Young 
Harris College (located in Georgia) online courses while he was at home for the summer (Virginia), but was 
barred by Virginia in taking these online courses. Young Harris contacted Virginia and tried to negotiate the 
student being able to take these online courses. With SARA, these type of situations will be eliminated.  
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Martha Nesbitt voices her concern that New Mexico only has one college participating in SARA thus far.  
Deputy Director, Dr. Carl Camann explains that even though New Mexico has one college participating thus 
far, students in New Mexico can still seek online classes at other SARA approved states. 
 
Executive Director, Corinna Robinson assured Ms. Nesbitt that NC-SARA informed her that additional 
schools are joining daily. 
 
Executive Director, Corinna Robinson reviews the SARA resolution with the commissioners and points out 
specific language within the resolution (attached): 
 
Deb Wade asked if NPEC anticipates additional staff for the SARA portal. Executive Director, Corinna 
Robinson tells Ms. Wade that NPEC plans to hire one additional employee who will be the SARA 
Coordinator. The SARA Coordinator will also keep up with any changing policies involving SARA.  

  
Chair, Shelley Nickel made a motion for the commission to approve the RESOLUTION to move forward 
with the SARA – SREB application for the State of Georgia. The motion was seconded by Norma Nunez-
Cortes. 
 
Upon unanimous vote it was RESOLVED, that the resolution to move forward with the SARA – SREB 
application for the State of Georgia be approved. 
 

7. ELECTION OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OFFICERS 
 

Chair, Shelley Nickel suggested that a “Secretary” position be added as an elected position to the NPEC 
Board of Commissioners and would serve in the same position for the Board of Trustees for the Tuition 
Guaranty Trust Fund.   
 
Chair, Shelley Nickel explained that this position is customary within other boards for any pertinent 
documentation that requires a “Secretary” signature.   
 
Chair, Shelley Nickel made a motion for the commissioners to approve a newly appointed “Secretary” 
position. The motion was seconded by Victoria Agyekum. (Amended spelling) 
 
Upon unanimous vote it was RESOLVED, that the “Secretary” position be approved. 
 
Shelley Nickel nominated Martha Nesbitt for position of Chair of the Nonpublic Postsecondary Education 
Commission for FY2016.   
 
Upon unanimous vote it was RESOLVED, that Martha Nesbitt serves as Chair of the Nonpublic 
Postsecondary Education Commission for FY2016. 

 
Martha Nesbitt accepted the position as Chair. 
 
Shelley Nickel nominated Clint Hobbs for position of Vice Chair of the Nonpublic Postsecondary Education 
Commission for FY2016. 
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Upon unanimous vote it was RESOLVED, that Clint Hobbs serves as Vice Chair of the Nonpublic 
Postsecondary Education Commission for FY2016. 
Clint Hobbs accepted the position as Vice Chair. 
 
Shelley Nickel nominated Arthur Vaughn for position of Secretary of the Nonpublic Postsecondary 
Education Commission for FY2016. This position is a newly appointed position. 
 
Upon unanimous vote it was RESOLVED, that Arthur Vaughn serves as Secretary of the Nonpublic 
Postsecondary Education Commission for FY2016. 
 
Arthur Vaughn accepted the position as the commission’s first Secretary. 
 

8. ELECTION OF TUITION GUARANTY TRUST FUND BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
Shelley Nickel expressed to the commission to re-elect the current TGTF Board of Trustees (excluding the 
Chair and Vice Chair position) for another year, seeing that the members served for less than a year and to 
add the newly elected Secretary position to the TGTF Board of Trustees. 
 
Shelley Nickel nominated Martha Nesbitt as Chair, Clint Hobbs as Vice Chair, Arthur Vaughn as Secretary, 
Deb Wade, Toby Hinton, Karen Gilbert as the new Tuition Guaranty Trust Fund Board of Trustees for 
FY2016. 
 
Upon unanimous vote it was RESOLVED, that Martha Nesbitt serves as Chair, Clint Hobbs serves as Vice 
Chair, Arthur Vaughn serves as Secretary and Deb Wade, Toby Hinton and Karen Gilbert serve as the 
remaining members for the Tuition Guaranty Trust Fund Board of Trustees. 
 
All members accepted their re-elected positions. 
 

9. NPEC OPERATING BUDGET QUARTERLY REPORT ENDING JUNE 30, 2015  
 
Corinna Robinson, Executive Director, discussed the following:  
 

 Commissioner Vaughn’s previous projection of NPEC being over-budget in “Personal 
Services” was confirmed. About $60,000 over budget. 

 
Reasons for overage: a. Previous Executive Director’s retirement 
   b. Leave payout 

                               c. Another Standards Administrator retirement 

 Office of Planning & Budget notified Ms. Robinson there would be some overages. 

 Office of Planning & Budget negotiated with the Georgia Student Finance Commission to 
not charge NPEC rent for FY2015; this helped to off-set the overage in Personal Services. 

 Last week NPEC submitted their final FY2015 amended budget, performed some internal 
transfers which helped to balance out the budget; this left NPEC with a $28,126 overage 
balance 

 NPEC used Special Purpose Revenue to amend the $28,126. 

 Governor Deal requires a zero base budget and NPEC was able to meet this requirement. 
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Corinna Robinson, Executive Director, discussed the following, related to the Operating Budget for FY2016: 
 

 The Governor included in NPEC’s budget this year a new Standards Administrator; who is 
already hired; caused an increase in Personal Services by $85,388 

 Office of Planning & Budget has negotiated with the Georgia Student Finance Commission 
again to not charge NPEC rent for FY2016; will be utilizing this $31,900 for any budget 
shortfalls. 

 Special Purpose Revenue is used for Contracts; this includes contracts for three part-time 
Standards Administrator and one Internal Auditor. These funds are amended in. 
 

  No approval required.  
 

10. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

 DOAA Performance Audit Finalized! 
       - Commissioners should have received their copies. Commissioners acknowledge “yes”. 

                        - Very pleased with outcome. 
                        - Out of six items, four have been fully addressed; two partially addressed. 
                        - Clint Hobbs asked for the Minutes to reflect that NPEC be commended for their progress 
                          with the final audit. 

 Update on NPEC’s Revised Minimum Standards: 
                         - Six-month comment period for the commissioners and the schools. 
                         - As of today, no comments have been received. 
                         - Deadline for comments is September 30, 2015. 

 FY15 Year-end Report for New Authorized Schools (attached): 
                         - Commissioner Toby Hinton requested this report during the previous commission meeting. 
                         - Going forward this report will be provided on a quarterly basis. 

 Report on Zenith Education Group Change of Ownership (formerly Corinthian 
Colleges): 

                         - The Zenith Corporation is going through NPEC’s first viability test with its seven schools 
                            located in Georgia (Four Everest campuses and Three WyoTech campuses). 
                         - Requested additional documents from Zenith and Zenith has provided those documents. 

 Update on School Closures: 
                     - Going forward will be reporting on the school closures during the TGTF meeting instead 

  of Commission Meeting.  
- Sonotech school closure is complete. 
- Anthem school closure is complete. 
- Laurus Technical Institute school closure currently has about 30- 35 students 
  participating in Teachouts, transfers and refunds. 

 
No approval required. 
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11. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Chair, Shelley Nickel thanks the commission for allowing her to serve her term. Chair Nickel expresses that 
her term served has been intellectually stimulating. 
 

12. NEXT COMMISSION MEETING 

 October 19, 2015 

 Savannah, Georgia will be considered for the next location 

 Time to be determined 
 

13. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Deb Wade made a motion to adjourn meeting. The motion was seconded by Toby Hinton. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 3:15 P.M. 

 
  No approval required.  
 
           Shelley Nickel, Chair 


