
 

 

 
 
 

MINUTES 
 

NONPUBLIC POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION COMMISSION 
October 19, 2015 

 10:40 A.M.  
 
Pursuant to notice, the Quarterly Meeting of the Georgia Nonpublic Postsecondary Education Commission 
was held at South University, 709 Mall Boulevard, Savannah, Georgia 31406. 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Victoria Agyekum   1st Congressional District 

 Lee Todd   3rd Congressional District 
 Deb Wade    4th Congressional District 
 Shelley Nickel   6th Congressional District 
 Toby Hinton  7th Congressional District 
 Holly Kirbo                8th Congressional District 
 Martha Nesbitt       9th Congressional District 
 Arthur Vaughn   11th Congressional District 
 Norma Nunez-Cortes  12th Congressional District 
 Karen Gilbert   13th Congressional District 
 Alexander Whitaker  14th Congressional District 
 Clint Hobbs    AT LARGE 
 
 

 MEMBERS ABSENT: Mollie Cohen  2nd Congressional District 

 Amanda Shailendra 5th Congressional District 
 Ryan Worsley             10th Congressional District 
   
 

STAFF PRESENT: Corinna M. Robinson           Executive Director 

 Shirlene Mitchell    Office Manager  
 Laura Vieth   Standards Administrator 
      
  

VISITORS:           Todd Cellini, Ed.D.       South University, President, Savannah Campus 

             John South,        South University, Chancellor 
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1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair, Martha Nesbitt, called the meeting to order at 10:40am and welcomed the Board of Commissioners. 
Chair, Martha Nesbitt announced to the board that there are two new commissioners to be welcomed to the 
board, but they were not able to make it to this meeting. The newly appointed commissioners are Mollie 
Cohen of the 2nd Congressional District and Amanda Shailendra of the 5th Congressional District 
 

2.  RECOGNITION OF VISITORS  
 
Chair, Martha Nesbitt thanked Chancellor John South and President Todd Cellini for hosting the NPEC board of 
commissioners meeting. Chair, Martha Nesbitt expressed enjoyment and enlightenment of the campus tour lead 
by President Cellini, prior to the board meeting. 
 

3.      INVOCATION 
 
Victoria Agyekum gave the Invocation. 
 

4.      APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Shelly Nickel made a motion to adopt the Agenda for the October 19, 2015, Quarterly Commission Meeting of 
the Nonpublic Postsecondary Education Commission. The motion was seconded by Holly Kirbo. 
 

Upon unanimous vote it was RESOLVED, that the Agenda for the October 19, 2015 meeting be adopted. 

 

5.      APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Chair, Martha Nesbitt asked if there were any corrections to the minutes. Victoria Agyekum responded “yes”, 
that on page 4 and section 7 of the minutes, her name was misspelled. Correction was noted. 
 
Holly Kirbo made a motion to adopt the Minutes from the July 27, 2015 Quarterly Commission Meeting of the 
Nonpublic Postsecondary Education Commission. The motion was seconded by Deb Wade.   
 

Upon unanimous vote it was RESOLVED, that the Minutes from the July 27, 2015 Quarterly Commission 

Meeting of the Nonpublic Postsecondary Education Commission be adopted. 
 

6. APPROVAL OF FY16 FIRST QUARTER REPORT:  TUITION GUARANTY TRUST FUND 
 
Corinna Robinson, Executive Director, recapped the Fiscal Year 2016 Quarterly Report of the Tuition Guaranty 
Trust Fund for the three-month period ending September 30, 2015 (attached) as approved by the Board of 
Trustees of the Tuition Guaranty Trust Fund.  Executive Director Robinson asked if any of the commissioners 
had questions that they were not able to ask during the TGTF meeting. 
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Shelley Nickel asked, “How long does Laurus students still have to request a reimbursement?” 
 
Executive Director Robinson responded with the following: 

a. NPEC has reached out to all current Laurus students and do not expect any more requests. 
b. The students have had nine months to respond. 

 

Norma Nunez-Cortes made a motion to adopt the Quarterly Report of the Tuition Guaranty Trust Fund for the 
three-month period ending September 30, 2015 as approved by the Board of Trustees of the Tuition Guaranty 
Trust Fund.  The motion was seconded by Alexander Whitaker.   
 

Upon unanimous vote it was RESOLVED, that the Quarterly Report of the Tuition Guaranty Trust Fund for the 

three-month period ending September 30, 2015 as approved by the Board of Trustees of the Tuition Guaranty 
Trust Fund be adopted. 
 

 

7. ADOPTION OF REVISED MINIMUM STANDARDS 
 
Executive Director, Corinna Robinson conveyed to the board of commissioners the following: 

a.   Commissioners would be adopting NPEC’s revised minimum standards during this board meeting; 
b.   In April, the commissioners approved a 6-month comment period. That comment period 

ended September 30, 2015; 
c.   A notice was sent out to all the schools via mail and posted on NPEC’s website; 
d.   Comments from schools were few; most of the comments and revisions came from NPEC’s staff that 

were derived from years of feedback from schools. 
 
Executive Director Robinson handed over the remainder of the minimum standards discussion to Laura Vieth, 
Standards Administrator for NPEC. 
 
Laura Vieth discussed the following changes that were made to the minimum standards: 

a.   Added a “Table of Contents” to page 2; 
b.   Georgetown University decided to remove city and state from their certificate issued to their students,  
   but NPEC will keep it for unaccredited schools; 
c.   Phil Embry, NPEC’s internal auditor made the following comments in the Financial Review section: 

 Initially  had removed “prepared by a certified public accountant”, but recommended adding 
back in (page 22, #2); 

 Removed “no more than three months” (page 22, #3, bullet 4); 
d.   Clarified language for withdrawal dates. 

 
Corrections suggested for the Minimum Standards by the board of commissioners: 

a.   Page 25, #8, 3rd bullet - include a hyphen between “forty five”; 
b.   Page 13, #3, 1st bullet – “of the institution” is listed twice; 
c.   Page 1, bullet 2 – “certificate granting” hyphen needs to be added; 
d.   Once black underlining is removed and revisions made, check pagination. 

 
Arthur Vaughn made a motion for the commission to adopt the REVISED Minimum Standards. The motion was 
seconded by Norma Nunez-Cortes. 
 
Upon unanimous vote it was RESOLVED, that the Revised Minimum Standards be adopted. 
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8.  REPORT ON NPEC FY16 OPERATING BUDGET Ending September 30, 2015 
 
Corinna Robinson, Executive Director, discussed the following: 

 Budget Increase for “Personal Services” is due to an approved hiring for an additional Standards 
Administrator. The Standards Administrator started July 1, 2015. 

 Correction made under “Contracts”; it should be 131.2% spent not 0.00%. The Office of Planning 
and Budget (OPB) only allows $3,000 for contracts,  however this is a sub-category under total 
other expenses where funds can be amended and balanced at the fiscal year end; 

 Office of Planning and Budget (OPB) negotiated for NPEC to have “0” rent again this fiscal year; 

 Telecommunications will be over again this fiscal year due to OPB allowance of $3,189; will 
probably be over by only a couple thousand dollars. 

 
No approval required.   
 

9. Executive Director’s Report  
 
Corinna Robinson, Executive Director, discussed the following: 

 NPEC now has a full fifteen member board of commissioners thanks to Governor Deal’s recent 
appointments; 

 NPEC’s Strategic Plan was submitted to the Office of Planning & Budget on July 30, 2015.  The 
Strategic Plan is a four year plan that is a state requirement. 
      FY2016 Goals: 

a. Enhance authorization process through innovative technology initiatives; 
b. Serve as the state portal agency for the State Authorization Reciprocity 

Agreements (SARA) for distance education; 
c. Publish agency brochure for consumers; 
d. Pursue methods to improve efficiency and effectiveness of the authorization 

process. 
               Four year Goals: 

a. Research and utilize internet research engines (Google, Yahoo, etc.) 
b. Conduct public forums to create public awareness of the agency duties; 
c. Engage other postsecondary educational systems in metro Atlanta to plan and 

implement joint recruiting activities, such as colleges, in order to educate students 
of NPEC’s role.  

 FY2016 Quarterly Report of New Authorized Schools 

 Update on Edvera 

 Update on Georgia SARA application 
 
No approval required. 
 

10. Other Business 
 
No other business. 
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11.  2016 MEETING DATES 
 

 January 25, 2016 (Atlanta) 

 April 18, 2016 

 July 18, 2016 Annual Meeting 

 October 24, 2016 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Shelley Nickel made a motion to adjourn meeting. The motion was seconded by Alexander Whitaker. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:20 A.M. 
 
 
  Martha Nesbitt, Chair 
                                                                                                                      Arthur Vaughn, Secretary 


