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MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES:  TUITION GUARANTY TRUST FUND 
April 20, 2015 

1:00 P.M.  
Nonpublic Postsecondary Education Commission 

 
 
Pursuant to notice, the meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Tuition Guaranty Trust Fund was held at 
2082 East Exchange Place, Azalea Conference Room, Tucker, Georgia, 30084. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Deb Wade 4th Congressional District 
 Shelley Nickel 6th Congressional District 
 Toby Hinton 7th Congressional District 
 Martha Nesbitt 9th Congressional District 
 Karen Gilbert 13th Congressional District 
  
 
 MEMBERS ABSENT:  
   
 
STAFF PRESENT: Corinna M. Robinson Executive Director 
 Shirlene Mitchell Office Manager  
 Carl Camann Deputy Director  
 Adam Hawk Standards Administrator 
 Magda Rivers Standards Administrator 
 Laura Vieth Standards Administrator 
 Phil Embry NPEC External Auditor 
  
 
VISITORS: None 



2 
 

Call to Order………Shelley Nickel, Chair 
 
1.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Martha Nesbitt made a motion to adopt the Minutes from the January 26, 2015, Quarterly Meeting of the 
Board of Trustees of the Tuition Guaranty Trust Fund.  The motion was seconded by Toby Hinton.   
 
Upon unanimous vote it was RESOLVED, that the Minutes from the January 26, 2015 Meeting of the Board 
of Trustees of the Tuition Guaranty Trust Fund be adopted. 
 
2. QUARTERLY REPORT (Unaudited): TUITION GUARANTY TRUST FUND 
 
Corinna M. Robinson, Executive Director, reported the following: 
 

 Third Quarter report ending March 31, 2015 
a. Still some expenses from school closures; specifically Sonotech Institute. 
b. Cost and storage of records have increased slightly due to Sonotech Institute closing. 

 
 
Board member Deb Wade inquired about Laurus Technical Institute closing. Executive Director, Corinna 
Robinson confirmed the school closing and informed board members that an update will be provided during 
the Commission meeting. 
 
Executive Director, Corinna Robinson also provided the following information in reference to Laurus 
Technical Institute closing: 
 

a. There will be a Teach out. 
b. NPEC will be withdrawing funds from the TGTF in the future. 

i.   Laurus Technical Institute has three campuses. 
ii.   TGTF is set up to provide a maximum of $250,000 per campus. 
iii.   NPEC has not begun any withdrawals from the TGTF.  

 
Conversation in reference to Laurus Technical Institute closing: 

 
Chair, Shelley Nickel asked the following. “Do we anticipate how much will be withdrawn from the trust 
fund?” 
 
Deputy Director, Dr. Carl Camann responded, “$288,000 total of all three campuses.” 
 
Executive Director, Corinna Robinson conveyed to the board members that NPEC may be working on this 
school closure for another year, because NPEC received very little advance notification from Laurus 
Technical. 
 
Board member, Deb Wade asked, “How many programs does Laurus Technical Institute have?” 
 
Deputy Director, Dr. Carl Camann responded, “Welding, HVAC, Medical Billing & Coding, Medical Assistant 
and Refrigeration.” 
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Board member, Deb Wade asked, “If students have an option of going to a different school?” 
 
Deputy Director, Dr. Carl Camann, replied “They do. Information has been provided to all students at each 
campus on what their options are.”  
 
Deputy Director, Dr. Carl Camann, also discussed the following in reference to the welding program: 
 

a. The welding program will be a problematic program; 
b. Approximately 44 welding students with 3-weeks to 6-months of an 8-month course enrolled 

 at the time of closing; 
c. NPEC has reached out to all the other existing welding programs at other authorized 

        institutions to make them aware and seek their assistance with placing these students; 
d. Timing is a big factor in getting some of these students placed. 

 
Board member, Deb Wade asked, “How can my school help?  We have a welding program.” 
 
Deputy Director, Dr. Carl Camann responded by saying NPEC has provided information to the 288 welding 
students via letter and email. This information consisted of resource options available which included a list 
of welding schools with contact information. 
 
Chair, Shelley Nickel asked, “If individual schools could reach out to these students?” 
 
Deputy Director, Dr. Carl Camann responded by saying, “Yes, but they must contact NPEC. NPEC has all 
the transcripts and financial information of these students and is prepared to assist these students.” 
 
Chair, Shelley Nickel asked, “When monies are withdrawn from the trust fund, what are we paying for?” 
 
Deputy Director, Dr. Carl Camann answered with the following: 
 

1. Teach out: 
a. Refrigeration students at Jonesboro campus; 
b. Completed externship program for Medical Assistant students at Decatur campus; 
c. Will cost approximately $16,000 – $17,000 for the refrigeration program; primarily for an 
 instructor, supplies and contingency built in if it has to be taught at another campus other 
  than the Jonesboro campus; 
d. Also anticipate sharing of rental at another facility; 

2. Self-paying students reimbursed when a teach out cannot be provided; 
3. Because of the cost that is involved with the welding program, per individual, each student 

 may not be fully reimbursed since each campus is capped at $250,000; 
4. Fairly confident that NPEC can handle Decatur students and Jonesboro students; but 

 it’s problematic that we can handle all the West Atlanta students. 
 
Vice Chair, Martha Nesbitt, (referring to the TGTF report) asked, “What schools are included in this $33,000 
school refunds and teach outs?” 
 
Executive Director, Corinna Robinson answered, “Those are Sonotech and a couple of Anthem College.” 
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Deb Wade made a motion to adopt the Quarterly Report of the Tuition Guaranty Trust Fund for the nine-
month period ending March 31, 2015.  The motion was seconded by Karen Gilbert. 
 
Upon unanimous vote it was RESOLVED, that the Quarterly Report of the Tuition Guaranty Trust Fund for 
the nine-month period ending March 31, 2015 be adopted. 
 
No further discussion. 
 

Toby Hinton made a motion to adjourn meeting.  The motion as seconded by Martha Nesbitt. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 1:19 p.m. 
 
    
    Shelley Nickel, Chair 


